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rban local authorities, coordinated by the 

Urban Councils Association of 

Zimbabwe (UCAZ), have come together 

to assist with road construction equipment to 

augment government efforts to rehabilitate road 

infrastructure in Chipinge and Chimanimani 

districts in Manicaland Province where road 

infrastructure was destroyed by Cyclone IDAI 

recently. More than 300 people died, hundreds 

are missing, and thousands have been left 

homeless. 

Urban local authorities heeded the call by the 

Ministry of Local Government, Public Works and 

National Housing requested urban local 

authorities to contribute plant and equipment to 

beef up equipment from government departments 

to speed up roads repair work. “We have heeded 

the call and UCAZ remains committed to 

supporting government in mitigating the effects 

of the destruction of infrastructure by Cyclone 

IDAI,” said UCAZ President during a media 

briefing held at the Town House, City of Harare. 

The equipment will be used for the 

rehabilitation of the damaged road infrastructure 

to enable relief to reach the affected. Some local 

authorities have made available bulldozers, front-

end loaders and tipper trucks which were handed 

over to government through the Ministry. 

 

The following local authorities contributed 

plant and equipment as follows: 

City of Harare; 3 Tipper trucks 

City of Bulawayo; 2 Tipper trucks 

City of Mutare; Bulldozer, Tipper truck 

Rusape Town Council; Tipper truck 

City of Masvingo; Front-end Loader 

Chinhoyi Municipality; Bulldozer, Tipper truck 

City of Gweru; Water Bowser, Pneumatic Road 

Roller 

City of Kwekwe; Tipper truck 

Chipinge Town Council; Tipper truck, Front-

end Loader 

Chegutu Municipality, Water Bowser and 

Grader. 

Chipinge Town Council was appointed to 

oversee the management of the equipment. In 

addition, councils agreed to contribute RTGS 

$300 000 towards fuel and the upkeep of the 

operators of the equipment.  

The UCAZ President urged councils through 

the Ministry to adopt the concept of resilient 

cities/communities. Resilient cities/communities 

are able to absorb, recover and prepare for future 

shocks (economic, environmental, social & 

institutional). Resilient cities/communities 

promote sustainable development, well-being and 

inclusive growth. It is through this concept that, 

after the horrific experience of the past week, we 

need to rethink our rural and urban planning. 
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