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PUBLIC NOTICE
 

RE: PROPOSED  PERMANENT CANCELLATION OF PORTION OF 

ROAD SERVITUDES AT SUNRIDGE SHOPPING CENTRE.  

PROPOSAL:  Notice is hereby given in terms  of Section 30 of the Roads Act [Chapter 13:18]  that the 

Harare City Council intends to close off unformed road servitudes in Bluff Hill.  

LOCATION:  LOT 8A BLUFFHILL TOWNSHIP  

REASON:  The road servit udes is lying idle and being used illegally by informal traders.  

The other reason is that there was over provis ion of parking space, so a portion is being converted to other 

uses. 

WARNING:  Once this procedure is finalized, these portions of road servitudes  will  cease to exist 

forever. Any person who objects to the proposed closure must lodge his \her objections,  name and address 

and his grounds of objections with the City of Harare Department of Works, Traffic and Transportation 

Planning, Room 31, Cleveland House,92 Leopold Takawira Street, Harare.  

The Town Clerk  

TOWN HOUSE  

HARARE 

G
OVERNMENT’S commitment to 
address the country’s infrastruc-
ture bottlenecks has been met with 
a myriad of  challenges in service 
delivery and most local authorities 

have been battling to overcome these with lit-
tle success.

Recently, the Bulawayo city director of  engi-
neering services, Simela Dube, who is also Bul-
awayo chairman of  the Urban Councils Asso-
ciation of  Zimbabwe (UCAZ) technical servic-
es forum, shared with participants at the UCAZ 
78th conference and Local Government Confer-
ence 2019 some of  the challenges.

The transport sector
Dube said economic challenges had led to dif-

ficulty in ensuring the continuous rehabilita-
tion and maintenance of  transport infrastruc-
ture.

“The quality of  Zimbabwe railroad and road 
infrastructure was ranked by the World Eco-
nomic Forum at 86 and 116 respectively out of  
137 in 2018. This is down from 83 and 101 for 
railroad and road infrastructure, respectively 
(in 2017),” he said.

Dube explained that over-reliance on road 
transportation is resulting in an accelerated de-
preciation of  road networks, which are already 
in need of  extensive rehabilitation. 

The government implemented various road-
user fees to collect revenue, but the fees collect-
ed are insufficient to rehabilitate and maintain 
the road network. 

“Funds collected are not effectively ration-
alised with administrative costs outweighing 
maintenance funding. Furthermore, the road 
authorities have limited institutional capacity 
to undertake their mandate,” Dube said

Water and sanitation sector
Water supply and sanitation systems in many 

urban areas in Zimbabwe have deteriorated 
and water-dependent businesses have been ad-
versely affected. Sewerage systems have expe-
rienced large-scale blockages, water treatment 
plants are dysfunctional and many distribution 
systems have fallen into disrepair.

The failure to provide a regular and reliable 
supply of  electricity has compounded the prob-
lem of  operating the water supply and sewer-
age in urban areas, which has contributed to 
collapse of  the systems.

Erratic water supply has led to decreased in-
dustrial production and frequent breakout of  
water-borne diseases. The country’s economic 
crisis has limited the government’s financial 
capacity to allocate funds to the water sector. 

Low collection of  levies and user fees
This has limited water utilities’ ability to un-

dertake their mandate to build, operate, up-
grade and maintain water infrastructure

“Water tariffs are not cost-reflective; local au-
thorities are unable to recoup revenue from wa-
ter tariffs that are commensurate with the cost 
of  construction, upgrading, extension and/or 
maintenance of  water infrastructure,” Dube 
said.

There has been sustained deterioration in 
the quality of  infrastructure stemming from 
inadequate levels of  public expenditure for 
routine and periodic maintenance of  the infra-
structure networks. 

Where services are provided by parastatals, 
prices have been kept low, and as a result, 
the economic costs of  the deterioration have 
emerged in the form of  large and, in some cas-
es, unsustainable operating losses. 

The deterioration in the physical infrastruc-
ture has been accompanied by lack of  progress 
in building institutional capacities for manage-
ment and regulation of  the basic services asso-
ciated with these networks.

Problems in this area stem from a disjoint-
ed approach to regulation and oversight among 
the ministries responsible for these sectors, 
compounded by a substantial loss of  skills in 
the public workforce. 

The deterioration in Zimbabwe’s basic infra-
structure in the past decade has had a serious 
impact on other productive sectors of  the econ-
omy and on the level and quality of  services to 
the public at large

The country’s perceived risk has decreased 
private sector appetite to invest in the country 
as well as decreased donor level engagements 
due to arrears.

“Lastly, there is an urgent need to restore the 
human capacity abilities. The tough economic 
conditions led to a significant ‘brain drain’ or 
skilled workers out of  Zimbabwe. The loss of  
skilled workers is exacerbated by the low levels 
of  training and capacity building particularly 
within the scope of  undertaking, overseeing 
and managing large infrastructural projects,” 
Dube said.

Councils bemoan underfunding, infrastructure decay

Some of the delegates at the UCAZ conference


