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P
resideNt emmerson 
Mnangagwa recently 
challenged local author-
ities to work with great-
er synergy and unity of  

purpose in driving the economy.
in his address at the official 

opening of  the Urban Councils As-
sociation of  Zimbabwe (Ucaz) 78th 
conference and Local Government 
Conference (Logic) 2019 in Bula-
wayo recently, Mnangagwa laid the 
ground rules and expectations that 
the local authorities needed to ob-
serve in line with provision of  good 
services to the populace they serve.

“this critical conference pro-
vides us the unique opportunity 
to share first hand information on 
some of  the pressing issues and 
key matters relevant to the urban 
local government sector as well as 
our national development aspira-
tions. in so doing, it is ideal for us 
to come up with solutions on how 
we can tackle the various challeng-
es we encounter,” he said.

the President highlighted di-
alogue as one of  the core values 
of  the second republic and com-
mended the local authorities for 

engaging with key stakeholders 
such as government ministries, in-
dustrialists and the business com-
munity. 

“this culture is commendable 
and should continue for it is only 
thorough dialogue that sustaina-
ble solutions can be found and the 
national cake fairly shared. in our 
engagements, let us always be guid-
ed and informed by national inter-
est,” Mnangagwa said.

He said as the governance pillars 
at the local level, the councils were 
the drivers of  the local economy 
and the success or failure of  a na-
tion is reflected by their collective 
performance.

Mnangagwa further urged them 
to take it upon themselves to gear 
up for higher productivity, growth 
and job creation as the country 
gears for vision 2030.

“Our citizens entrusted us with 
the onerous responsibility of  bet-
tering their livelihoods. As serv-
ant leaders, we must serve them 
well. to build the Zimbabwe we 
all want, it is important for us at 
central government and you the 
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On behalf of the Urban Councils Association of Zimbabwe (UCAZ) and on my own 
behalf, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to His Excellency, the President 
of the Republic of Zimbabwe, His Excellency Cde E. D. Mnangagwa for gracing and de-
livering an inspiring Keynote Address at the UCAZ 78th Annual Conference and Local 
Government Investment Conference (LOGIC 2019) held from 13 to 15 November 2019 
at the Zimbabwe International Trade Fair (ZITF) Exhibition Centre, Bulawayo. 

We would also like appreciate the Minister of Local Government and Public Works, 
Hon July Moyo the Ministry’s Permanent Secretary Mr. George Magosvongwe, Direc-
tors and sta�  for providing invaluable support for the successful hosting of this im-
portant event which was a resounding success. 

Our utmost gratitude goes to UCAZ’s 32 members through their Mayors, Chairpersons 
of Councils, Town Clerks and Town Secretaries for making the event happen. Without 
the members’ � nancials support, the Annual Conference and LOGIC would not have 
taken o�  the ground. 

The Director of Ceremonies, Ms. Khayelihle Moyo deserves a special mention. The 
young lady was just fantastic. 

Members of the Local Government Investment Conference (LOGIC 2019) Organising 
Committee deserve a special mention for working tirelessly for the success of the 
event. 

UCAZ would also like to express appreciation to development partners; GIZ, the Unit-
ed Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Commonwealth Local Government 
Forum (CLGF), the Municipal Development Partnerships for Eastern and Southern Af-
rica (MDPESA), Gender Links.

We would like to appreciate our sister local government association from South Africa, 
the South African Local Government Association (SALGA) and Bu� alo City Bu� alo City 
Metropolitan Municipality (BCMM) from Eastern Cape Province, South Africa for send-
ing representatives to grace at the conference. 

We would also want to thank all media organisations namely the Zimbabwe Broad-
casting Corporation, the Zimbabwe Newspapers Group (Zimpapers), Alpha Media 
Holdings (AMH), ZiFM Stereo,  Star FM, Sky Metro FM, Next Level Media, Local Govern-
ment TV, CITE, Daily News, for partnering with UCAZ and covering the event. 

We would also like to make a special mention to all the organisations that participated 
in various ways at the conference and exhibitions. These are: Afritractors, AMTEC, Axis 
Solutions, Bain New Holland, Beekay Nursary Cleaning, CIFOZ, CHITREST, City Parking, 
Confederation of  Zimbabwe Industries (CZI), Cosfoam Electrical ,Croco Motors, EMH 
Africa, EMMB/Ecometal, Environmental Management Agency (EMA), First Mutual,  Ha-
rare Institute of Technology (HIT), Harare Quarry, Infrastructure Development Bank of 
Zimbabwe (IDBZ), Instant Tar, Insurance Council of Zimbabwe (ICZ), Nuwater, Mining 
Industries Pension Fund (MIPF), Munsoft, National Social Security Authority (NSSA) 
Olimem, Paza Buster, Pisilicon Cleaning, Pro Air, Procurement Regulatory Authority of 
Zimbabwe (PRAZ), Purpose Asset Management, Tavatose, TelOne, TM Group, Storm-
net, Showmasters, Vickstrom, Watertight Engineering, Webdev, ZB Bank, Zimbabwe 
National Chamber of Commerce (ZNCC), Zimbabwe Agricultural Society, ZINARA, ZSE, 
Zimbabwe Revenue Authority (ZIMRA),  Zimbabwe Tourism Authority.

To the ZITF Company, Management and sta� , thank you for the venue. Well done. The 
business community in Bulawayo and the Bulawayo Community at large also deserve 
our gratitude.

Last but not least, the UCAZ secretariat sta� . They did a wonderful job from the plan-
ning stage up to the last day of the event, thank you for the dedication, commitment 
and the hard work that you put.
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